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One Man's Dream is
Another Man's Nightmare

It's not your typical town history--no chapters, no
genealogy, no index. It's a book that has puzzled
readers, the publisher, and eventhis author. So
what's the story behind The History of Mariow?
Civil engineer and historian Elgin Alonzo Jones
(1852-1939) spent much of his life researching the
early history of Marlow. He transcribed the 18th
century Town Proprietors' record book that
described each lot of land as laid out to the original
grantees. He then used this information to draft
and revise a detailed map, identifying each
building located wihin the various school districts.
He began a handwritten manuscript, Marlow as I
know it. His dream was that, one day, his life's
work would be published.

*Reference notes for this article are available in the online version
available at MHES wehsite

o ®

Elgin Jones had no heir apparent to carry
on his efforts. His wife, Sarah,
predeceased him by just one month.
They had no children. So, he made a
provision in his will to allocate funds for
the publication of his manuscript. He
named attorney Orville E. Cain, a former
mayor of the City of Keene, as his
executor. Elgin Jones intended to send a
letter to his executor with specific
instructions regarding the publication.
Likely that never happened, leaving
Orville Cain the unenviable task of
publishing a book on a subject he knew
little about.

In the process of disposing of his client's
estate, Orville Cain discovered Elgin
Jones' transciption of the Proprietors'
record book and the maps that
accompanied it. However cryptic they
may have seemed, he made arrangements
with Sentinel Printing, Keene, NH, to
produce a limited edition of a hardeover
book entitled Notes on the History of
Marlow,compiled by Elgin A. Jones, 1941.
In his foreword, Attorney Cain included a
disclaimer that this publication "is not
intended in any sense as a history but as
an effort to preserve the information
assembled by Mr. Jones."” (continued on

page 2)
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Consider OQur Fuiure

VWhen an organization depends on fewer and fewer volunteers, we lose our vitality, and we
lose the creative energy that many voices bring. Our vision for the Marlow Historical
Society includes the voices of the young, the not so young, the “experts™ and the novices,
the new residents, and the old timers. We, as a community, are in charge of the kind of
activities and relationships that we enjoy together; no one from “away” can do this for us.
This historical society has done so much over the years to bring people together with
history and with each other—let’s continue to do that! We need you; we need your
opinions, and some of your time, and some of your talents to bring information, and fun,
and laughrer, and nostalgia, and good times to Marow.

How can you help? There are many ways, large and small but all important. Would you
consider:

Providing refreshments for an event; Helping with mailings; Putring up a poster or two;
Helping plan a program; Tending Murray Hall flowerboxes; Helping refurbish the art
display backgrounds in Murray Hall; Being a Museum volunteer during the season; Putting
signs out on the green for events; Cleaning up after events; Making phone calls; Working
in the Collection; Doing research; Gerting involved with the Murray Hall restoration
efforts; Helping with the Annual Art Show; Thinking of new fundraising events; Planning
“Field Trip” events for members---and the list could go on.

Please consider taking an active role—be it large or small—in the Society. In times long
ago, people in Marlow "made their own fun” and built a close community. Come along
and help us continue in this tradition! Qur board meetings are on the first Thursday
evening of the month, at 6:30 p.m. at the Chapel, and anyone may attend.

{Nightmare, cont.)
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Just when Orville Cain thought the Marlow

"'0;’:524 ARTIARDERECN history project was laid to rest, a new discovery
< came to haunt him: Elgin Jones' handwritten
124 WASHINGTON POND RD narrative. Heviewing the history, Orville Cain
MO R et realized that he had, inadvertently, published
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Brad Hubbard
Residential Carpentry

446-3560

Fully Insured
References Available

the wrong manuscript. However, by this time,
the bulk of the funds had already been
expended. What was he to do? For the sum of
$125, he engaged the services of a stenographer
named Charles R. Dresser. The result was an
imperfect typescript, simply entitled MARLOW,
which Attorney Cain distributed as a courtesy to
the recipients of the hardcover book. Though its
cost was minimal, its value is priceless.Last year
Marlow celebrated the beginning of its' 20th
anniversary. Perhaps the time has come to
make Elgin Jones' dream a reality?

Tracy W. Messer, 2012
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A Tinker Tale

Reading about the Tinker family in the recent MHS
newsletter brought to mind a humorous exchange that
my father witnessed one day long ago while shopping
at Lucian Tinker's store, which sheds some light on the
character and personality of this local merchant of the
past. The Tinker establishment was, I believe, located
in one of thoese buildings which burnt with the Forrest
House hotel in the summer of 1916. As my dad
arrived in Marlow in 1910, we have a rough time
frame for this episode.

Though my dad related this to me some thirty live or
more years later, it might have happened thal morning
and he was still laughing. It was summer and dad was
in the store to make a purchase. There were a number
of other customers present, likewise waiting their turn.
Mr. Tinker was behind the counter engaged in adding
up someones account. From outgide in the street a
motor car could be heard driving up the road into
town. In those days cars in town were a rare
pecurrence and got everyone's attention.

The vehicle, arriving from the direction of Keene, came
across the bridge, pulled up in front of the store and
stopped. It was an open touring ear eontaining,
besides the driver, several passengers all dressed in
long white dusters and wearing goggles. Without
removing her attire, a middle aped woman alighted
and entered the store. Showing no regard for the
other customers present and ahead of her, or that the
storekeeper was otherwise occupied, she barged right
up to the eounter.

"Mr., do you have any peppermint candy?!" she
demanded in a loud voice. Mr. Tinker eeased his
eomputations, looked her straight in the eve, replied:
"Yes," and resumed what he was doing. The woman
stood impatiently for 8 moment or two staring at his
bowed head and, as he made no further comment,
pressed on.

"Well, where is it?!she further demanded. All
others in the store had become riveted by this
curious exchange. Again Mr Tinker, interrupted,
stopped, looked straight across the counter at her
and in a loud voice replied: "In the attie!"

Without further comment or question, the rude
motorist turned, marched out of the store, elimbed
into her vehicle and departed. Mr. Tinker returned
to the task at hand without Nurther interruption.
My father and the other customers waited their

turn as before.
é Joseph Feuer

Died you knows ......
Elgin Janes, who wrote i £
Hampshire, died in 1937, He had been the proprictor of
the Forest Inn or the Marlow Inn which bumed in a
disastrous fire in 1916 [not in the more famous fire of
1941] He was an amateur botanise and geologist as well
as a historian. He was a fine carpenter. He was a taveler,
He named New Hampshire's Camp Takota after the wise
and friendly Takota {Dakota) people e met in his travels
tor the West. He gave the building which we call the
Chapel today to Marlow's Temperance Society after the
ariginal Temperance Socicty building burned in 1916
His wile was a member, and he gave it in her honor.
When the Temperance Sociery ceased to exise, the
building became the property of the Methodist Ladies'
Aid Society and it still belongs to the women of the
Methodist Church today. It was his parcnts who gave
Joncs Hall [Marlow's old meeting house) to the Town.

Ml faretlood  wwwhrokaary
Merkw, MH Q358 G014355087
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Fall Programs

Saturday September 15
dones Hall

5:30 P.M. Business Meeting:
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
6:30 P.M.:

Folk Concert with Fred Hill
Diesserts will be served

ALL MEMBERS SHOULD COME!!

Sunday October 7
HARVEST FESTIVAL IN THE
VILLAGE! MARLOW ART SHOW
at Murray Hall, opening Saturday
October & at 4 p.m.

60/50 Raffle!

ks

Master Plan Discussion Meeting Sept 30
6:30 p.m. at the Chapel

Members of the Historical Society have an
opportunity to voice their ideas as a part of the
2013 Marlow Town Master Plan process. On
Sunday September 30th we will have coffee and
dessert together at the Chapel, and have a
discussion on our vision for historic preservation
in Marlow-- Murray Hall, and much more. All
members and guests who are interested in this
topic are most welcome. We will meet at 6:30
p.m. Our ideas and input will be recorded for
inclusion into the final report of the Master Plan

Committee, so come and share!

The Marlow Historical Society
P.O. Box 12
Marlow, NH 03456

Marlow Historical Society
Officers
President: Joanne Thomas
Vice President: Maria Baril
Secretary: Loisanne Foster
Treasurer: Mary Blank

Like us on Facebook; visit our
siter
www.marlowhistoricalsociely.org

Not a member yel ! Why nof join
u8 i
preserving Marfow historyi?
Contact Maria Baril at
miaric (Charifs.com

Marlow Historical Society
Museum

Located at the Methodist Chapel on
Hte 123
Open Seasonally
May - October
Ard Sunday of the Month
$:00 a.m. to Neon
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FOOTNOTES FOR:

"One Man's Dream Is Another Man's Nightmare" Tracy W Messer, 8/27/12

1.

The original volume of the proprietor's records was last known to be at the Marlow Town Office. Elgin Jones' transcript of the "Layout Book of
Marlow" was to have been lodged in the Cheshire Country Registry of Deeds. See "ltem 16", Last Will and Testament of Elgin A. Jones, File #510,
8th Circuit Court, Probate Division, Keene, NH. See also "Chapter XXI/Residents" of Elgin Jones' unpublished manuscript, MARLOW.

. "The map that accompanies the story is made from the original layout book, so fortunately preserved to us. The first glance at it would impress one

with the idea that it represented a modified Chinese puzzle. Not so. Marlow, unlike all the adjoining towns, was never subdivided into ranges and lots.
Each person who owned a share could select land wherever he chose, have a survey made by the committee, a record made in the layout book, and
then his title was complete. The irregularity is thus accounted for." See "Chapter XXI/Residents" of Elgin Jones' unpublished manuscript, MARLOW.

. His original manuscript may be found at the Historical Society of Cheshire County. See "ltem 18", Last Will and Testament of Elgin A. Jones, File

#510, 8th Circuit Court, Probate Division, Keene, NH . See also Rumrill, Alan F. Record Group Number 29: Marlow Hand Written History by Elgin A.
Jones, Historical Society of Cheshire County, compiled May 1983. Retrieved 25 August 2012 from http:/www.hsccnh.org/ libraryra/rg29.cfm

. In the fall of 1934 he gave his surveying tools, compass, tapes, etc. (but not drafting tools) to Lucien D. Webster of Campello, MA. See "ltem 6", Last

Will and Testament of Elgin A. Jones, File #510, 8th Circuit Court, Probate Division, Keene, NH.

. See http:/keenepubliclibrary.org/library/vital-records/deaths-1939-1941
. See "ltem 18", Last Will and Testament of Elgin A. Jones, File #510, 8th Circuit Court, Probate Division, Keene, NH. The text reads as follows: "After

paying all my debits, expenses, legacies and all taxes if | have not published my manuscript "Marlow as | know it", and there remains sufficient funds
to publish the same, and a letter to my administrator is found with this will containing directions, | hereby authorize and direct him to publish said
manuscript accordingly, using such of my estate funds as may be necessary; selling the resulting volume at such reasonable price as will
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10.
11.

recompense my estate, in part at least, for the expense. If no letter of directions is found herewith, then said Manuscript and map shall be given to
the New Hampshire Historical Society. Also the sum of five hundred (500) dollars to pay in part for its being published in its "Collections."

. See "ltem 19", Last Will and Testament of Elgin A. Jones, File #510, 8th Circuit Court, Probate Division, Keene, NH.
. See "ltem 18", Last Will and Testament of Elgin A. Jones, File #510, 8th Circuit Court, Probate Division, Keene, NH.
. There are four known copies of this book: one at the New Hampshire Historical Society; one at the Historical Society of Cheshire County; one at the

Keene Public Library; and one at the Marlow Historical Society. It is not known how many copies were printed. However, the cost for
"Sentinel-Jones Marlow History" came to $877.19. See The Account of Orville E. Cain, Executor of the Will of Elgin A. Jones, Late of Keene,
Deceased; Paper 6; File #510, 8th Circuit Court, Probate Division, Keene, NH.

See Jones, Elgin A. NOTES ON HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF MARLOW, N.H. Sentinel Printing, Keene, NH: 1941, page vii.

See The Account of Orville E. Cain, Executor of the Will of Elgin A. Jones, Late of Keene, Deceased; Paper 6; File #510, 8th Circuit Court, Probate
Division, Keene, NH.

. There are five known copies of the "MARLOW" typescript: one at the Keene Public Library; one at the New Hampshire Historical Society; one at the

Historical Society of Cheshire County; and two at the Marlow Historical Society.

One of the copies at the Marlow Historical Society contains the following typewritten note: "Mr. Elgin A. Jones made a provision that should he die before he had
put the History of Marlow in book form and published, that attorney Orville Cain of Keene would complete the task. After the death of Mr. Cain, his office was
being cleared out of all unnecessary papers. It is through the thoughtfulness of Mr. Herbert Beard (formerly a resident of Marlow, then of Keene) that these
records were saved. He thought | would like to have them. | certainly did want them. They contain valuable information about the beginning of Marlow. | treasure
them along with the memory of Mr. Elgin A. Jones. Signed: Mildred Langdon Kinson.

The copy at the Keene Public Library contains an original cover letter from Orville E. Cain addressed to the Board of Trustees, Thayer Public Library, Keene, NH
dated May 6, 1942. It reads as follows: Gentlemen: After printing the notes of Elgin A. Jones on the Town of Marlow a manuscript was found which contained
much valuable information and this has been mimeographed. | enclose a copy herewith. Yours very truly, O.E. Cain"
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